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Kia ora Parents, Guardians and Children,

Welcome back to
school for 2012!!!

The Charism for this week is:

WONDER & AWE

g X I’ ; o ln
All of us have had an opportunity over the summer
break to enjoy God’s creation — and to (hopefully)
rest awhile !

God’s creation is there for us to enjoy, to marvel at
the simple things and to ponder over and ask
questions.

In the ‘busyness of life’ we often don’t stop to
marvel at the simple things — perhaps we should try
to do more of this.....

A quote from St
Mary of the Cross
MacKlllop

; ‘I can never think of God but
A A 4  asone of such tenderness that

,7 £ cannot be cast off’

14" Dec 1890
St Mary of the Cross Mackillop...Pray for us

TERM DIARY

Week | Fri 3 Feb : Swimming TA Centre R10&11 11:15am

Week | Mon 6" Feb : WAITANGI DAY - School Closed
2 Tue 7" Feb : Prayer Assembly CH : Wonder & Awe
8:55am
: Swimming TA Events R8&9 9:15am
Wed 8" Feb : Swimming TA Events R10&11 11:15am
Thur 9" Feb :
Fri 10™ Feb : HPV Vacc Info Session Y7 girls 9:15am
: Class Mass R7&9 11:15am
: Swimming TA Events R10&11 11:15am
2 Jnr Team Assembly 2:30pm Jnr Quad
: Meet the Teachers from 5:30pm

Week | Mon 13" Feb : Prayer Assembly CH : Justice 8:55am
3 Tue 14" Feb : Swimming TA Events @ R8&9 9:15am
Wed 15" Feb : Swimming TA Events @ R10&11
11:15am
: Academic Mass — Cathedral @ 5:30pm
Thu 16" Feb :
Fri 17" Feb : Class Mass R1&2 11:15am
: Swimming TA Events R10&11 @ 11:15am
: Snr Team Assembly @ 2:15pm Hall
Sun 19" Feb : Community Mass 10am - Picnic

Week PAT TESTING THIS WEEK
4 Mon 20" Feb : Prayer Assembly CH : Justice @ 8:55am
Tue 21% Feb : Swimming TA Events @ R8&9 9:15am
Wed 22™ Feb : ASH WEDNESDAY
School Mass & Ashes @ 9:15am
: Swimming TA Events R10&11@ 11:15am
: Parent Ed Evening — Reading @ 5:30pm
: BOT Meeting @ 6pm Staffroom
Thu 23 Feb :
Fri 24" Feb : Class Mass R3&4 @ 11:15am
: Swimming TA Events R10-&11 11:15am
:Jnr Team Assembly @ 2:30pm Jnr Quad

Please check the online version of the school calendar
by following the link :
hitp://www.stpatta.co.nz/1351/embedded_items/1-
school-calendar

As this is updated as events or changes come to light.

Welcome back to... Amy Knight who will be
teaching in R9 for the first two terms and also
Ruary Laidlaw who will be carrying our DP release
in R11.

Our Vision: To provide 21 Century Catholic Education, that enables children to strive for excellence,

centred on the teachings of Jesus Christ.

‘Be not afraid’




Welcome to our new students!!
Cassidy Tobin (Y7 ), Emma Buckley (Y1), Olivia
Bell (Y1), Janelle Koorey (Y4),
Penelope Rice (Y1), Seren
Crowley (Y1), Jossie Fonoti
(Y7), Niamh (Y8) & Ciarn
O’Dwyer (Y7) & Jacquitta
Taipari-Hana (Y1). We hope you
all enjoy your learning journey
with us here at St Pats.

New Grandparents !

Well done to : Raewyn Jackman (a little girl —
Isabella), Cass Sutton (a wee boy — Carter) and
Judy Graham (a wee boy — Theo) !

ICT Donation & RE Digital Resource

Donations A huge thank you to 46.3% of our
parents who paid the ICT donation last year. Also
to the 52.7% of our parents who paid the RE Digital
Resource donation last year. The RE Donation
helped to offset the levy charged by the NCRS for
the use of this resource with the balance
generously donated by the PTA who would have
otherwise donated their fundraised money for other
school projects.

So Donations for this year..... The Board of
Trustees has agreed to continue the ICT Donation
raising it of $80.00 per child but with a $200.00
maximum per family. As above, we really need to
begin the preparation work for our network in
readiness for the high speed broadband that is
coming to TA. This money will really help us to do
this. The Board also agreed to maintain the RE
Digital Resource Donation. We have been
advised by the NZ Catholic Education Office that
this has been reduced from $16.00 to $12.00 per
child

These donations will be debited to student
accounts as a quarterly debt at the beginning of
each term

PLEASE BE REMINDED... that they are
DONATIONS REQUESTED not debts to pay, with
any donations not paid being credited at the end of
the school year. They are however a valuable
source of income to the school which last year
together raised over $11.500 which tax deductible
(please ask if you require a receipt). Thanks again
to those folk who paid these last year... and thank
you in anticipation for your payments this year.

The office now has
Eftpos...

Eftpos is now available in the office
to pay student accounts, trips and

school lunches. Unfortunately there
is no ‘cash out’ or payment by credit card facility.

MEET THE TEACHERS.....

Here’s our first opportunity to gather together and
mix n’ mingle. Bring your BBQ’s and tea and have
an informal chat with the teachers from 5:30pm
next Friday 10" February. Even if you are an ‘old’
parent come along and meet some of our newer
families and make them feel welcome.

The pool will be open as well 1!

Further information will come home next Tuesday

School Assemblies. Last year we changed
the way school assemblies operated with fewer
Whole School Assemblies and more team
assemblies.This will continue in 2012.

The first Assembly will be on Friday 10" February
(WK 2) @ 2:30pm which will be a Junior School
Assembly (Rms 1-5) and held in the Junior quad
area. The first Senior team Assembly (Rms 6-11)
will be the following Friday 17" February (Wk 3) @
2:15pm in the school hall. Assemblies will alternate
Junior / Senior with a Whole School Celebration
Assembly in Week 9 (as week 10 is Holy week).
The whole school assemblies will focus on a
celebration of the work carried out in the unit
studies across the school.

Our weekly Prayer Assemblies on a Monday
morning continue this year.

Absences... Justa
timely reminder about the
process to follow when
your child is absent from
school.

Because it is a legal

requirement that all children attend school in NZ, all
absences should be notified formally in writing.
Where your child is sick in the morning, a phone
call to the office will notify the school, but should be
followed by a note from you when your child returns
to school. If the absence is known in advance (ie a
family trip/ long weekend) this should be notified in
writing to the school before the event. If your child
is not at school and no notification is received, the
school has a responsibility to make contact with
you to find out where the child is. You are still
expected to furnish a note when your child returns
to school.

If your child becomes unwell at school, the teacher
will send them to the office and a decision will be
made to either make contact with you (for them to
go home) or if deemed to be minor, some timeout
in the sickbay followed by a return to class.

If you are collecting your child from class during
school time, please ensure that you come to the
office with your child and if they are arriving /
returning to school in school time, this should also
be done through the office.



Holidays during term time...
| have noticed that over the past =
few years there has been a
trend developing where
families are planning
overseas or local holidays in term
time. Often this is to take advaniage
of ‘off peak fares’ or to holiday in less busy times.
While overseas holidays can be a valuable
learning experience, please consider that your child
is also missing out on valuable learning
opportunities within the formal school environment.
Please think this through carefully when
considering planning these holidays. We are happy
to advise...

School Pool.... The pool is up and running for
2011. Pool keys are available from the office, the
price is $25.00 with a $5.00 refund on the return of
the key at the end of the season.

Term Dates for 2012. These are as follows :

Term 10 weeks | Tues 31% Jan — Thur 5" April
1 94 ¥ days | (Easterin T1 holidays)
Term 10 weeks | Mon 23 Apr — Fri 29" Jun
2 96 % days | (ANZAC 25" Apr—Wk 1, Queens
Birthday 4" Jun — Wk 7).
Term 11 weeks | Mon 16" Jul — Fri 28" Sep
3 110 % days
Term 9 weeks Mon 15" Oct — Fri 14" Dec
4 88 % days | (Labour Day 22 Oct — Wk 2)

Total days open for instruction in 2012
= 388" days

School Uniform

The children look great in their summer uniforms !
Just a reminder about hats — students should have
the hat as described in the uniform requirements
and we enforce a NO HAT - NO PLAY policy. The
uniform policy is specific about NO dyed hair and
there are specific requirements in regards to
jewellery — one plain stud per ear, cultural or
religious icons/emblems worn under uniform, watch
may be worn. It is also specific about — no makeup
or nail polish and long hair tied back (girls & boys)
using hair clips or ties of school colours only; navy,
maroon, black.

Please be reminded that if your child comes to
school in any non-regulation uniform (including hats
and footwear) that we require a note from you
explaining the reasons why.

Secondhand Uniform Shop —

open next Tuesday 7" Feb from 2-

3pm. Enquire at the office.

We have a low supply of junior uniforms,
any donations would be gratefully recieved !

Some of our little ones have the odd
accident !! If you have any spare undies for

those accidents — especially girl’s undies — please
bring them into Cass.

Annual update of our database

This is coming home today with the newsletter to alll
students. Please read this through, complete as
needed, and return o school as soon as possible.

Bus Children

Our school students are |=SmE==S Tl
eligible for free bus transport if —@——©&
they live further than 3.2km (under

10 years) or 4.8km (over 10 years) away from the
school. If you wish your child to catch the school
bus and you live within these limits the cost is
$30.00 per term.

Parents please could you let the office know if
your child is not going home by bus in the
afternoon.

Bus Safety

The bus children have been told that if they need to
cross the road after they hop off the bus they are to
wait until the bus has gone past 2 power poles
down the road before crossing. If you are waiting
for your child’s bus to arrive please wait on the
same side of the road as the bus stops.

Cass Sutton is the Bus Controller this year.

Delivering/picking up children from

school... We all agree that the safety of our
students is paramount. To this end, we ask that
when dropping off or picking up your children from
St Patrick’s, you park in a responsible place and
DO NOT double park or stop in front of the
driveway entrances.

Junior school children please do not pull in to the
driveway on Rewi Street to drop off or pick up
children as the risks are great when reversing
around small children. Children will wait in the
Junior courtyard area.

Other students wait on the Senior veranda.
Parents are expected to park and collect children
from there.

Please do not ask your child to wait anywhere
else for you as duty teachers are only
supervising the two collection points and if
seen will tell your child to return to the correct
waiting point.



Swimming @ St Patrick’s

= N There has been a lot

) . v~ | of information in the

» F J X | media recently about
the nation’s
comparatively high
statistics for
drownings. It is of
concern to us here at school and our goal is that all
students who leave our school have a high level
of confidence with good competence around
water. This does not mean that all of our students
will be ‘heading for the Olympics’ in swimming but it
does mean that we want our students to learn to
‘swim to survive.’
So what are we doing about it ?
Last year, all teaching staff attended a PD session
and we use the programme. Students in the senior
school went out to Raglan late last year for Beach
Education. All classes operate a swimming
programme with Rms 8-11 using the TA Events
Centre and other classes using the school pool
from the 1% 6 weeks or so. It is important that your
child has their swimming gear when required and if
you do not wish them to swim (because of illness) a
note from you is required. A reminder too about
togs — girl’'s two piece can sometimes be
inappropriate for the swimming instructions being
set. One piece is far more appropriate.
Programmes using outside venues and providors
cost money. We try to to minimize any costs and to
give advance notice if we can. Students do take
part even if they haven’t paid as this is charged to
student’s accounts and so can be paid off.

We are really serious about making our students
‘water smart’ and look forward to you support !!

PTA NEWS

Watch this space for 2012
SPORTS NEWS

2012 will be another busy year with Swimming
Sports, Cricket and Team Building days in Term 1;
Basketball and Winter Sports Exchanges in Term 2;
Basketball again, Sports Camp for the seniors,
Cross Country and Fred Amess Cup in Term 3; for
Term 4 is Cricket Awareness, Touch and Athletics.
This a broad overview of what is in store. There are
many other opportunities to become involved in
sporting acticitives and we will let you know about
these as they arise. Why not try the Weetbix
Triathalon in Hamilton on February 11™.

With such a busy sport calendar it is important to
gain parent support. This year | would like to throw
the net wider to include support from our extended

families or communities that could be asked to
provide supervision or transport to these events.

Weetbix TRYathlon The Weetbix Triathalon is
on Sunday 11" Febraury, held at Waikato
University. St. Patrick’s is entered as a school, so if
you are already entered or are wishing to enter the
Triathalon please let the office know. Enteries close
on Thursday 9" February and packs can be picked
up on the day. For further information on this you
can visit the website www.weetbix.co.nz, or see
Mrs Russ for further detail. The school gazebo will
be at the event to use if you wish. Entries for this
close on February 9".

Swimming programme Rooms 8, 9, 10 and 11
have already started their swimming programme at
the Event Centre. Likewise the rest of the school
are well underway with their swimming
programmes at the school pool.

Whole School Swimming Sports. These are
the first event on the sport calendar is our School
Swimming Sports on Friday 2™ March. This is for
the WHOLE SCHOOL, who will travel through to
the Hamilton Municipal pool on Victoria Street
beside the Victoria Street bridge.

This is followed by the TA Interschool Swimming
Sports (Y4-6) on Monday 12" of March. We will
need parents to help with timekeeping this year. If
you can help with this event please email me on
michelle@stpatta.co.nz. Also for Year 5 and 6 will
attend the Catholic Interschool Swimming
Sports in Matamata on 14™ March. This event is
for our elite swimmers.

The Senior school (Year 7 & 8) has the Waikato
Full Primary Swimming Sports on 20" March and
the Catholic Interschool Swimming Sports to be
confirmed. Please refer to the School Calendar on
the School Website for up and coming events.

Netball — Advanced notice — coaching
Netball NZ are hosting Coaching modules (5
modules being offered) which would be ideal for
anyone looking to coach or refresh themselves in
Netball in advance of this season. The details are :
Venue : Wintec Campus — Avalon Dr. Hamilion
Date : Fri 17" — Sun 19" February 2012

Price : $20.00 per module / $50.00 (3 modules),
$80.00 for all 5 modules.

Registrations to : Dale Atkinson

Email : dalea@netballwaikato.co.nz

Phone : 021 624 962




Team Energize.
A brochure is included with
this newsletter

Sunkist : 5+ a day We are collecting stickers
at school that are on sunkist oranges. There are
ipads available for schools to win. Children can
bring these to school and give to class teachers.

God bless

Brian Belczacki
Principal

St Patrick’s Catholic Church - Te Awamutu
Phone 871 6109 Fax: 871 6079
PO Box 191, Te Awamutu
Email : stpatsteawa@xtra.co.nz

Parish Priest: Fr Adrie P Paule
Office Hours: 8am — 12noon Tuesday - Friday

Mass Times Tuesday 5.15pm, Wednesday — Friday
9.15am

Holy Hour: after 9:15am Mass each Friday

Weekend Masses - 5.30pm Sat (vigil)
Sunday Mass — 10am

5" Sunday in ordinary time
Gospel : Mk 1: 29-39

Cenacle of Prayer : Monday 9:15am — 10am

RECONCILIATION: Saturdays — 11:30am to 12noon

COMMUNITY NEWS

Te Awamutu Junior Hardball Cricket

if you are aged 9-13 years old (years 5-8), and
would like to play cricket on Saturday mornings in
Term 4, please come to our registration nights on
Thursday 2nd Feb & Tues 7" Feb@ 5.30pm —
6.30pm ($30 registration fee). We meet at the Te
Awamutu College cricket practice nets which are
situated on the college fields in Factory Rd, next to
the Wananga. Games begin Saturday the 25" Feb.
If you cannot make it to registration night, or need
further information, please phone Helen Bastion
(07) 871 3321.

Hamilton Community Centre of Music
(Waikato University continuing Education)

Open Day : Saturday 11" February 2012

9am - 12noon. Faculty of Education TT Block
(Gate 4) Hillcrest Rd. Hamilton. Suitable for all
ages. Further information is available on the
website www.hcen.org.nz or phone : 07 838 4611

Would your child like to play a musical
instrument?

Weekly lessons available with gifted and
enthusiastic teacher at The Te Awamutu Auxiliary
Brass band. Students must be 9 yrs or over.

Very reasonable rates for lessons and instrument
hire.

Please contact Steve 871 6391 or Jenny 871 6789
for more info.

Waipa Tennis Academy What’s Up!
Term 1 Coaching Coaching will commence
second week of term 1, 2012.

If you haven't yet registered please do so as groups
are being arranged:

Grasshoppers/Challengers Tournament
Saturday 11th Feb, 9.30 — 12.00, $15pp

Tiny Totts Tennis

For Pre Schoolers and Parents, Saturday
mornings, 9.30-10.00am. Hand eye coordination,
movement, skills and drills

Mini Tennis Tribe

5-8yr olds, Saturday mornings, 10.00am onwards
Racqust work, introduction to stroke production, fun
games

Cardio and Easi Tennis for Adults

Cardio - Working on movement, fitness and hitting
loads of balls

Easi Tennis — Covers basic stroke production,
tactics and positions.

Friday mornings starting Term 1, 2012!

To register or for further details email Quentin,
gwallace@xtra.co.nz,

ph 07 871 5988, mobile.: 027 242 8468.




Welcome back to school this year.....

And welcome to the many new families who have come to our school...

 We are excited as 2012 promises to be another great year of
| learning — and you as our community are definitely a cruscial

~ part to your child’s learning journey. It is great to see and hear
the children being excited at being at school and being eager to
. lerarn, long may they continue.

Last year’s reporting formats which included reporting against
the National Standards as we have interpreted these for our
community, seemed to be pretty well recieved. I hope you
found these informative and that you gained a clearer insight
~ Into what your child can do, what their next steps in learning
are and how we together can help your child get there.

Goal setting interviews are coming up in early March, at which time we all sit down parent, teacher
AND child to set goals for your child’s learning and of course in the background is ensuring that these
goals are helping your child to achieve the relevant Standard in Reading, Writing and Mathematics. We
want these interview discussions, this year much more ‘child led’ with this becoming much more
prominent as we move up the school.

Our local school curriculum is pretty much together and we are keen to share this work with you.
School-wide units of work will be shared with you both through examples of student’s work coming
home in their workbooks as portfolio samples’ and at whole school assemblies where we will be able to
show you how the unit concept was developed across the school,

The Board of Trustees are developing a strategic plan from which will flow the annual plan — and they
would like your thoughts as well. Last year the Board and Parish Council worked closely to develop the
shared vision of being ‘one community of St Patrick’s te Awamutu’. In a practical sense a joint steering
group has been formed to refocus the entrance to the school and parish off Alexandra Street by
embarking on a building programme - a large gathering area the parish alongside a new
administration centre for the school. The first step of handing the parish hall to the school has already
occurred.

We continue to operate in a very tough economic climate. This makes budgeting very difficult as the
school — like all businesses — has to enter into employment agreements and other contracts for services
while Government funding levels remain constant. The ICT and RE digital resource donation are
valuable sources of income to the school, please consider paying these this year and a huge thanks if
you paid these last year.

A small hardworking PTA did some wonderful work last year and donated in the region of $15,000 to
the school. They ran some great community events last year — and if you didn't come, you missed
some great nights! Watch out for these this year & come along !! — and consider joining the PTA!!

The charism of St Mary of the Cross MacKillop whose life shows us that God's glory shines in the
ordinariness of life — is very much alive in and around our school!

Let’s all have a great year of learning together!!!!  And my door is always open....




LUNCH MENU - PRICES

Orders taken in library each Friday morning and food delivered to
classrooms at lunchtime.

Filled Rolls — Ham or Chicken
Sandwiches — Ham or Chicken & Salad
Ham Sandwich

Pizza — Hawaiian

Volcanoes (Spaghetti & Cheese in Bun)
Cookie

Pies — Mince and Cheese, Mince, Bacon and
Egg, Potato Top

Sausage Roll
Mince Savoury

Milk — chocolate or Strawberry

Juice — Just Juice Splash Junior

Moosies — Choc, Strawberry,Lime, Blue Moon
Juicies — Wildberry, Lemonade

$3.30
$3.30
$3.00
$2.00
$1.80
$0.80

$2.50

$1.40
$1.40

$1.20
$0.80
$1.20
$0.80

Healthy Eating

[{3

Heart Tick
Heart Tick




These sponsors support our school, please support our sponsors

MICHAEL VAN DER HOEVEN
Director
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